
Northern Lights, Landscapes and Lifestyles 
Daily overview as winter  turns to spr ing 

 

With NatureAlaska Tours - Fairbanks, Alaska, March 15 - 21, 2006 
 

·  Day 1, Wednesday 15th 
 

Independent arrival the 15th at Fairbanks International Airport.   
 
 

March 15 - 21, Wed to Tues, highlights:   
 
1 - Best month for northern lights 
2 - North American Championship Sled 
     Dog Race  
3 - World Championship Ice Art awards  
 
For 15 years, March weather has warmed 
considerably as global warming plays a new hand.  
Though northern Alaska has a reputation for cold 
winters, March has been far warmer than you may 
expect.  Good care by me, good gear and you can 
enjoy this grandest of all times of the year, even on 
the chilly days. 
 
You can see what I’m wearing on a nice March day.  
If the temperature drops, we add a parka and 
mittens, and you’re ready for the trail, just like we 
real Alaskans do.                                                                         
                   
                                                  Melozi and Dan                                            
 
In Fairbanks, four nights, the 15th, 18, 19 & 20th, at the Princess Riverside Hotel.                                             
 
The “Princess” is by the historic Chena River, a mile from Fairbanks International Airport.  
Arriving the 15th lets you leave home early, arrive late and have a wonderful room in a 
superb Alaskan hotel just minutes from the airport.   The next morning, Thursday the 16th, 
we’ll gather for a “welcome to Alaska “ with an overview of the week ahead.  We’ll gather 
everyone to fit with winter gear, discuss activities, options and weather. Some daily events 
and activities may be shuffled back and forth, one day to the next, depending on clear 
skies.  We don’t want to be inside when the sun is shining or northern lights overhead.  But 
if a cold wind picks up, we have things in the plan we will then do inside. 



·  Day 2, Thursday 16th  
 

Ice…from ar tist to ar t 
 
Ice carvers from around the world gather in 
Fairbanks to compete in the World Ice Art 
Championships.  Last year, carvers from 12 
countries and 10 states carved 14 million lbs. of 
pure, clear ice cut from a pond near Fairbanks.   
 
Ice Alaska Park encompasses 25 acres, where 
thousands of ice enthusiasts passed under the 
entrance ice house. The competition is “ icy”  as  
carvers showcase the intricate, complex, larger-
than-life multi-block final competition.  
 
After lunch, we’ll leave for world-famous Chena 
Hot Springs(CHS) Resort and the Museum. 
 
                          Would you like a glass of ice? 
 

 
The Lights are out!  
                                      
Fairbanks is smack-dab  
in the middle of the most 
active, visible auroral 
zone, with most nights – 
243 - visible anywhere  in 
North America.   
 
Best aurora viewing is 
11pm to 2am.   Your ever-
vigilant guides will be up 
scanning hopefully clear 
skies so you don’t miss a 
thing.  If we knock on your 
door, the lights are out! 
 
During our stay in Fairbanks, we’ll gather as a scientist from the the University of Alaska’s 
world famous Geophysical Institute will explain and describe the aurora borealis – the 
northern lights - and other northern phenomenon.  The late space scientist and author Carl 
Sagan once commented on the public’s interest in and capacity for science: “They’re not 
numskulls,” he said, “thinking scientifically is as natural as breathing.”   



 

An icy museum, a 100 years of hot, healing waters. 
 

            
Chena Hot Springs Resort is Alaska’s 
premier natural mineral hot springs with 
swirling northern lights, howling huskies, 
silent ski trails, great food and only ice 
musuem in North America.   Known 
locally as the “Hot Springs,” it borders 
the one-million acre Steese Mountain 
Conservation Unit, the wilderness of the 
Yukon River at your doorstep.   
 
 
                                the Moose Lodge 
                               
 
The “ Hot Springs”  is recognized internationally as the best North America site to view 
the northern lights.  Guests enjoy unique Rock Lake natural mineral hot pool, exquisite 
Moose Lodge and gourmet meals.  In 2005, CHS celebrated 100 years of travelers easing 
their trail weary bodies into these hot, healing waters.  Two nights at Moose Lodge. 
 
 

 
         
                                     The Ice Museum at the Hot Springs  
  
 
                                                                                                        



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the trail at Chena Hot 
Springs.  Miles and miles 
of the best sled dog trails 
in Alaska and 130 of the 
best sled dogs for miles 
and miles of mushing joy. 
 

·  Day 3,  Friday  17th 
 
A full day and second night at the Hot Springs.  The Chena Kennel Tour is first on our 
agenda for the day.  Followed by a great list of activities include a full-time pass to soak in 
the 104-degree waters of the Rock Lake by the Moose Lodge or walking up the hill to the 
Aurorium viewing hut, which overlooks the entire upper valley.  Optional pay-for activities 
include a variety of dog mushing experiences, cross country skiing, snow machining or just 
before midnight, when the sky is clear, taking the legendary Snow Coach  at 11pm to the 
top of the mountain to see the northern lights…just a little bit closer, a little bit higher.  For 
the trailbreakers, we’ll strap on snowshoes so you can learn new skills from the oldest 
mode of winter travel.  I’ll show you the knack for easy travel on snowshoes through the 
boreal forest for a closer look at life in the snow.   Second night at the Moose Lodge. 
 

 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A happy musher and happy husky on the Chena 
Kennel Tour.  
 



 
 

·  Day 4, Saturday 18th 
 
After a late night up looking for the northern lights, a restful, quiet morning.  After lunch, we 
have free time for afternoon activities before we bid a fond farewell to this wilderness 
mountain retreat.  Return to Fairbanks and Princess Hotel.   After dark, return to Ice 
Alaska Park as the completed multi-block sculptures are highlighted under a dazzling 
array of lights. Night at Princess Hotel.   
 

Day5, Sunday 19th –“ the Grandaddy of them all”  –  
 

…the Open North American Championship Sled Dog Race.  
 
 
Doning our best mushing 
finery, we head downtown 
Sunday morning, where 
mushers hook up hundreds 
of catapulting sled dogs, 
barking and jerking their 
harnesses inside out, ready 
to fulfill what courses deep 
in their blood, their heritage: 
pull a sled, and as fast as 
they can run. 

 
 
Mushing sled dogs is as natural to Alaskans as milking cows is to an Iowa  farmer.  
Fairbanks mushers training their dog teams on local trails have won more sprint, stage 
and long distance races from Alaska to Montana to Switzerland than any mushers, 
anywhere, anytime.  The fastest sled dogs and sprint mushers in the world converge 
downtown Fairbanks Friday to Sunday to celebrate the Open North American.  Sunday is 
the final heat, when mushers and dogs race for the honor of winning  

                                                                            
Alaskans closest to the land are those we’ll rub elbows with on the start line:  interior 
Athabascan Indians and coastal Inupiat Eskimos, many historic in the world of dog 
mushing.  Native craftsman and artisans set up tables to sell genuine garments and art.  
What you don’t find in tourist gift shops.  No real Alaskan misses this event. Full afternoon 
of activities.  Evening farewell festivities concluding with one last northern lights watch.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aurora viewing hut at 
the Hot Springs. 
 
Day 6, Monday 20th –  
 
A day for personal interests.  This last full day is devoted to the individual interests of each 
person, whatever they wish.  That might be more time at Ice Art Park to photograph the 
exquisite multi-block carvings from the Saturday awards ceremony , or flying to Ft. Yukon 
north of the Yukon River and Arctic Circle, back to the University of Alaska Museum of the 
North, shopping in downtown Fairbanks for native crafts and clothing or gold jewelry. 
 
The day will pass all too quickly.  We don’t want to waste it.  Evening farewell festivities as 
we share our heartfelt memories of life in the North, as winter turns to spring. 
 
For those who need to be home midday on Tuesday the 21st, late night flights on Alaska 
Airlines leave Fairbanks, connect in Anchorage then onto Seattle or other destinations 
south.  I’ll take you to the airport at any time. 
 

Day 7, Tuesday 21st.  Morning independent departures from Fairbanks Int’l Airport. 
 
 
 

 
 
 


